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THE 

AMERICAN . . . 

. . NATURALIST. 

A Monthly Journal devoted to the Natural Sciences in their widest sense. 



PROSPECTUS FOR 1891. 

THE year 1801 is to be a red-letter one in the history of the American Naturalist. While 
no change in its general course has been made, the scientific matter which its editors have 
secured for publication in recent numbers, and those in the immediate future, has been of a charac- 
ter which will mark the coming year as by far the best and most interesting of its career. Never 
before has there been a time of such wide-spread activity in scientific thought and work. Original 
discoveries are being made in every direction, and new thoughts are constantly coming forward to 
modify the generally received ideas and theories. All these are faithfully reflected in the pages of 
the Naturalist. To be abreast and appreciative of all this stir and ferment is a necessity for the 
thinking men of to-day, and this can only be done by reading a magazine which is edited and 
written by men in the thick o,f the movement. The American Naturalist is such a magazine, 
it exists for the purpose of being such a magazine, and it is the only magazine of the kind pub- 
lished in America. A man who reads it cannot fail to be in touch with the progress of natural 
science, and of no other journal published in the Country can this be claimed. 



ORIGIN AND AIMS. 

The American Naturalist was commenced twenty-four years ago, by an association of the 
students of Prof. Agassiz, at Cambridge. While it has followed the fortunes of its founders from 
comparative youth to a vigorous maturity, it has gathered to its support most of the biologists and 
geologists of North America. Its constituency of authors now includes a majority of the men of 
this class in the country. 

It aims to represent the best of American scientific thought and work, with a breadth that shall 
be truly national, and to the exclusion of any petty quarrels or local prejudices. The wide geo- 
graphical distribution of the editors guarantees its freedom from the undue intrusion of local 
interests, and from the domination of any clique. Its contributors are co-extensive with the culti- 
vators of the natural sciences in America. 

The results of adherence to this policy are shown in the variety and richness of the contribu- 
tions which are offered for publication in its pages, the continued increase of its influence among 
both scientific men and the general public, and the steady accessions to the ranks of its contribu- 
tors. It has grown to be the most favored medium of publication of the naturalists aud biologists 
in the United States, when they wish to bring the results of their investigations before the general 
public in a form at once popular and scientific. It is the only magazine in the world to-day which 
keeps its readers en rapport with th« work of Americans in the field of the natural sciences. 



Subscription price, 40 cts. par number, $4*00 per year. 
FERRIS BROS., Publishers, 
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WALKER PRIZES IN NATURAL HISTORY. 

''PHE Boston Society of Natural History offers a first prize of from $60 to $100, and a second 
X prize of $50, for the best memoir, in English, on one of the following 1 subjects : 

1. An original investigation in relation to the Development of any Plant or Animal, 

2. Comparative Study of the Habits of two or more nearly allied Species of Terrestrial Ver- 
tebrates. 

3. Original Investigation on the Physiology of Flight. 
Memoirs must be handed to the Secretary before April 1, 1891. 

Prizes will not be awarded unless the papers are deemed of adequate merit. 

For further particulars apply to J. WALTER FEWKES, 

Boston, Nov. 9, 1800. Secretary. 

THE AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 

CHECK -LIST 

OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS AND CODE OF NOMENCLATURE, 
Being the Report to the Union of the A. O. U. Committee on Classification 
and Nomenclature of North American Birds. 8vo., 1886, cloth. Price $3.00, 
post paid. 

FIRST SUPPLEMENT 

— TO THE— 

AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION CHECK- 
LIST OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS. 

Containing the Species and Subspecies and Changes of Nomenclature ap- 
proved by the Union since the publication of the A. O. U. Check List to No- 
vember, 1888. 8vo., paper, 1889. Price, 50 cents. 

second STJjPJP:LE]vi;Ei>rr 

TO THE 

AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION CHECK-LIST 

OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS. 

8vo., paper, 1890. Price 25 cts. 
Additional supplements will be issued from time to time, each bringing the 
subject down to date of publication. 

THE AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION ABRIDGED CHECK- 
LIST OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS. 

Containing the Latin and English names of all the Species and Subspecies 
of the original Check-List and the First Supplement. 8 vo., paper, 18S9. Price 
50 cents. 

For any of the above, address 

TL,. S. FOSTER., Futalislier, 

35 Pine St., New York City. 
(Agent of the Union for the Sale of its Publications.) 

Private Collection of Bird Skins, Eggs, Etc. 

FOR SALE, in lots to suit purchaser, at greatly reduced rates, to close. List 
on application. 

FRED T. JENCKS, 

(Formerly Southwick & Jencks). Drownville, R. I. 



